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OPA prospectus of the Rees is enclosed,that 
gentlemen willing to encourage the further circu- 
lation of this paper, may have an eligible opportu- 
nisy to do so, and thus enable the editor to continue 
the publication of gratuitous supplements, 

Maine. It will beseen by areference to the con- 
gressional proceedings, that a motion nearly pre- 
vailed on Wednesday last,to act upon the admission 
of Maine into the union according to the merits of the 
case—21 for, 23 against it. The act of the senate, 
in coupling the fate of Maine to that of Missouri, 
and thus persisting in it, has excited no little de- 
gree of surprize. If the principle on which they 
should be admitted is even the sume, the condition 
of the parties is essentially different; and most peo- 
ple think that the solemn act of receiving a new 
stute into the confederacy is worthy of a bili forthe 
purpose! The more we reflect on this proceeding, 
the more cause we find fur humiliation—the more 
we are inclined to think that the Senate of the Unit- 
ed States, which ought to be the most dignified le- 
gzislative body in the world, has come to the resolu- 
tion not to do an acknowledged right, because the 
the other house may refuse to do what it believes 
to be a wrong—though there is no reasonable con- 
nection in the two cases;—a proceeding badly calcu- 
Jated to promote a spirit of harmony and forbear- 
ance, now so needful to usall. We yet hope that 
the senate will agree to consider the admission of 
Maine and Missouri according to their respective 
merits. ¢pSee subsequent proceedings, page 409. 

(CP Solomons in legislation. The general assembly 
of Maryland closed its session on ‘Vuesday last. 
Among the acts passed, is one staying executions 
until November 1821, on giving certain additional 
securities and paying certain instalments of the 
debt. It must be said in favor of this law, that it is 
more guarded in its provisions than any other 
of the same sort that we recollect to hate seen— 
but is it constitutional, just, or expedient? Does it 
not impair the obligation’ of contracts—will it not 
cause many kind-hearted men to be ruined by go- 
ing security—will it not mightily increase the pre- 
sent tremendous herd of bankrupts? It may re- 
lieve a few worthy persons, say an huncred in the 
state, but will ruin a thousand. We well remember 
the desolation caused by a former law on this sub- 
ject when its period expired. 

Presidentiai election. A meeting of the members 
of the legislature of Virginia was held at Richmond 
onthe 10th inst. for the purpose of nominating 
electors of president and vice president of; the 
United States, 

After the meeting was organized, an adjourn- 
ment finally took place--“upon the ground of the 
sensibility excited by the intelligence just received 
from Washington and the propriety of waiting for 
further accounts,before any nomination was made.” 

In. explanation a gentleman stated, “that he had 
received a letter from an honorable senator, stating 
that the bill for the admission of Maine and Mis- 
souri had at this time only a majority of one in the 
senate; that ene of the members from a non-slave- 





= , enn! 
promise was made by drawing a boundary at the 
line 36 deg. 30m. latitude, (W. of the Mississippi,) 
slavery to be admitted S. of this line and prohibited 
to the N. of it,” &c, &e. : 

“Pp What the Missouri question has to do with 
the nomination of electors ef president in Virgi- 
nia, we are yet to be informed of, as we take it for 
granted that Mr. Monroe will receive the support 
of that state; let this question be decided as it may; 
and we believe itis the general wish that he should 
be continued another term. But if other states 
are pleased to act up to Mr. Monroe’s motto—prin- 
cipia non homines, and apply them to the Missouri 
question, they may certainly endeavor to elect 
another person, if they please. "But we hope that 
this will not be the case; and that away will be 
found out to get rid of this ‘distracting question,” 
as Mr. Lowrie called it inthe senate, that mav 
conciliate all parties. P 

The “Enquirer” however, talks loud against anv 
compromise—about which, perhaps, we shall say 
something next week. Respecting our own feel- 
ing, We have learnt tu respect those of others, and 
when two persons honestly difter, neither should be 
resolved to have his own opinion gratified at 
every hazard; if su, good neighborhood must be de- 
stroyed. 

Error gladly corrected.—We are happy to be in- 
formed that the venerable William Eliery, whose 
decease we announced, yet lives and is in good 
health. May he long continue to enjoy it! 





As it was and as it is.—lt is curious to note the 
change of men and manners. For two or three 
years past, some part of my time has been given up 
to searching old papers’ to obtain suitable matter 
for the volume which I am publishing, entitled 
“Principles and Acts of the Revolution,’ and I feel 
justified in expressing a belief, that more wurde are 
now uttered ina single session of congress than 
were uttered, in the form of speeches, in ail the 
congresses of the revolution, from. 1775 to 1783! 
Then the members thought and acted—now they 
think little and act less. 

It is freely admitted that the question at present 
before both houses of congress, on the Missouri 
bill, is avery important one. But is it necessary 
that every person, blessed with the gift of speecia 
and qualified to talk a couple of hours at a time, 
should speak upon it? How many members of con- 
gress really listen to some of these speeches?—not 
more than one in twenty; nineteen-twentieths are 
employed in writing letters, reading newspapers, or 
seatedl as though it were a day’s work to remain a 
certain number of hours within the hall! Kt is not 
possible that it should be otherwise. The very 
best thing, though said in the very best manner, if 
repeated more than fifty or an hundred times, will 
wear out the patience of almost any man; and what 
a waste of breath there must be in a speech six or 
seven hours long! How much foreign matter must 
be introdaced—how many things said over and over 
and over again and again and again! 

But we now have a hope that the present discus- 
sion will close in a few weeks!——we are getting 
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holding state would vote against it, unless a cem- clear of two or three speakers per day, instead oF 


Vou. XVIT.—— 30. 































































































































wi WA 
" wk 
ry 


. Woy 
t Ay 


' ml 


_ of congress-—with the so/e view of being read in the 


- could be adopted to prevent the waste of so much 


- a day—the cost of the house of representatives is 
‘ about 2000 dollars; of course, the speeches consume 


- that ought to be done. 


. much deprecated. 


- 


a 





— 





nn Ee powuns ~i 


426 NILES’ REGISTER FEBRUARY 19, 1820—PUBLIC OFFICES, &c. 


having two days occupied by one speech—-and this 
is a great comfort! But so much time has been use- 
lessly spent, that much important business will be 
neglected, to the great injury ofthe public. = 

We are decidedly friendly to free discussion, but. 
knowing that many speeches are made without the 
hope that they. will have any effect on the members 


newspapérs,——we should be glad if some measure 
precious time. On the average, perhaps, congress 


does not attend to business more than four hours 


500-dollars per hour. But this is a trifle compared 
with the injury inflicted by the neglect of things 








Public Offices, Contracts, &c. : 


“ Principiis obsta, sero Medicina paratur 
“Cum mala per longas convaluere moras.” —Orvid. 

Meet the disorder at its beginning. The medicine 
may be too late when the disease has gained ground 
through delay. 
“An armed people and an unarmed magistracy” 

said John Dickinson, “is the best security for free- 

dom’’——and, he might have added, for an honest ad- 

ministration of their concerns, also. . 
If I understand the principle of offices in a re- 

publican government, it is that they are established 

for the public good, to be administered for the be- 
nefit of the people, who should make a reasonable 
compensation for services rendered or responsibi- 
lities incurred: and I believe, that any and every 
sort of a bargain or sale, of a public post, place or 
privilege, is an abomination that cannot be too 


The best petition ever offered to Heaven, was-— 
«JLead us not into temptation.” This was said by 
One who well knew the frailties of human nature. 
Hence, as the people cannot be supposed to desire 
to injure themselves, and as they are, and of right 
ought to be, the best judges oftheir own concerns, 
itappears proper that they should retain to them- 
selves every privilese and power that they can con- 
veniently act upon of themselves, or through re- 
presentatives immediately responsible to them—- 
for we are well assured that “angels in the form of 
meivhave not descended to govern us.” 

A compensation should be made for all services 
rendered the state of sufficient amount to induce 
honest and capable and industrious men to accept of 
public offices, without detriment to their private af- 
fairs. For want of this, in many cases, incompe- 
tent and unworthy personsare appointed to office, 
whose deliberate intention it is, either to get along 
as easilv as they can, or to make the most that is 
possible out of the office, no matter who suffers— 
to consider all things as expedient that contributes 
to their love of ease, or love of money. Either of 
these dispositions in the principal of any depart- 
ment or office, naturally begets the same habits of 
idleness or desire of unlawful gain, in all the subor- 
dinates—indeed, these are encouraged in ‘them to 
eountenance the principal, and the whole body be- 
comes inattentive or fraudulent. We see this eve- 
ry day; every man knows it by his own experience. 
In general, I believe that economy is on the side of 
high salaries, because thereby the responsibility of 
the office is increased, ‘no pretence is left for ne- 
glect of duty, and respectable men are induced to 
accept public appointments. It is true, that splen- 


| ing, and some men thought, honorable will always 


be bought and sold like cattle at a public vendue— 
still, the. best way to keep people honest isto make 


it their inéerest to be so, and shat out WVecessity with 


her yile_pleas to justify management and fraud. 
Carelessness and inattention, however, waste a 
thousand times more than corruption purchases. [| 
knew a farmer of Pennsylvania who, about 20 years 
aso, having asked ‘in fun,” as he said, fifty dollars 
each for some trees standing in his woods, obtained 
it—which trees cost government not less than one 
hundred a-piece before they reached the landing 
place, at which the farmer would have gladly 
agreed to deliver them for twenty; and, more re- 
cently, I have heard that the provisienal occupancy 
ofa small tract of land has been purchased for 4500 
dollars, the fee simple of ‘which, and of many.more 
acres adjoining, might have been had for 1000, if a 
private man had offered the latter sum for it. Hence 
the saying in England, which applies more or less to 
every government, that “the king’s cheese goes 
half away in paring,” and that the candles’ ends’ 
of office cost the people more money than they 
seemingly pay for the office itself, like the «thread, 
tape aud buckram” of a taylor’s bill for making a 
coat. 

There is another great mistake which the peo- 
as well as the government, too often fall into. There 
are every where some men who are standing can- 
didates, or applicants, for an office, or any office 
more profitable or convenient than that which 
they happen to hold. Those persons having seen 
so much of what is called management,( with the same 
meaning that lapply theterm speculation to the frauds 
and robberies of and by banks,) not only become 
enured toit, but accumulate all the filth of every 
office they fill and carry it along with them whither- 
soever they go—and like, old hackney horses, they 
become callous to the whip of conscience. Refer- 
ence should frequently be had to the pure foun- 
tain of the people, the uncontaminated yeomanry of 
the country,—persons who esteem private honesty 
as one of the best qualifications for public office— 
men who mingle with the people and know their 
wishes, wantsand feelings. It ison the principle here 
contended for, that herecitary princes and nobles 
are the most silly of all men blessed with such op- 
portunities of acquiring knowledge. Among the 
reigning princes of Europe there is hardly one 
whose mind is fitted to his station---they are gener 
rally semi-ideots, or men of very mean capacities--- 
several of them nearly positive fools. Why is this? 
---it isthe operation of nature on the mind and-dis- 
position of man, according to the manner just sta- 
ted---an habitual and hereditary want of attention te 
improve,---a depreciation of the species! Yet, cer- 
tain persons seem as if made to fill certain offices, 
but these are not of the class that I call “standing 
candidates” for office; and, though rotation as 2 
general principle is the safety of a state, some may 
prudently be admitted to retain their stations for 
a number of years. There are not many of these. 

In all cases whensoerer and whatsoever the whole 
duties of an office are performed by a deputy, it is 
time that its salary or fees were reduced, and the 
principal discharged. -There is nothing so hateful 
asa sinecure---and if I had the power, ona simple 
knowledge of the fact that an officer did not him- 
self personally attend to and perform the duties of 
his office, I would dismiss him. This rule should afr 
ply without exception, He thatis unable or unwilling 
‘to do what is required of him, should not stand in 
the way of amore worthy man, On this principle, ! 








did cases Of bribery and corruption are not want-; 
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men from office, for whose private comfort I would 
have agreed to tax my own pocket many times the 
amount of what I contributed to their saiaries. Our 
feelings as men may often be at variance with our 
duty as citizens; but the former should always give 
way. Ihave been told there is acase of an officer 
under the United States, who receives all the per- 
quisites of a very responsible station, yet thought 
unworthy or disqualified to handle the money which 
he himself ought to receive in his office—that his 
own dues are paid to him by a olerk, —a mere clerk, 
who, in respect to the cash, is not under his con- 
troul! Ifthe principal cannot be trusted with the 
money, why should he be retained? And in Mary- 
land, Ilearn that the principal of one of the best 
offices in the state has never been seen in his office, 
forten years, by those who have frequented it dur. 
ing that time. He lives several miles distant from 
the place at which the business is done, and very 
seldom leaves his home. Another, and one of the 
most important offices, was given to a man whose 
residence it was understood would be more than 
100 milesfrom the place at which its duties were to 
be performed, with the knowledge that he would 
not, orcould not, attend to them, personally. Will 
any one pretend to say that the public good is regard- 
ed in things like these? No—it is buying and selling, 
and nothing else.--a balancing of straws against the 
people’s welfare. 

As low salaries, or mean wages, oftentimes lead 
public officers into carelessness or corruption, so 
some of the Jew-bargains made by government 
have had in themselves the elements of fraud; and 
what was apparently the cheapest was much the 
dearest in the end. Iam so sure that I may almost 
be said to know of, some contracts in which cheat- 
ing must necessarily have been calculated upon, 
clse those who engaged in the contract would not 
have taken it. I have heard my father relate an 
incident that occurred to him during the revolu- 
tionary war, which is applicable to this matter: He 
soldasleigh toa French officer who paid the price 
of it, and the negociation was supposed to be set- 
tled: but after a few days, the officer presented to 
him duplicate bills for the same amount, requesting 
thathe would sign them, as for a milch cow bought 
of him! My father refused, and the Frenchman ez- 
plained himself by saying, “the king of France 
would cheerfully pay for a cow to furnish milk for 
the sick, but will not pay for a sleigh!” Are we to 
suppose that the day of these things has passed?--- 
Verily, verily, they have not. And again, many of- 
ficers receive a commission on their disbursements 
---of course, they would rather pay out 1000 than 
100 dollars, and “Uncle Sam” can afford it! 

In one instance,the United States have pursued a 


‘ed, Ido not believe that much, if any such bribery 
is practised here, and for the reasons stated. Our 
inspectors, itis true, are only men; but situated as 
they are, there is much risk in attempting to pur- 
chase them. ~ : 

The delay that attends the settlement of public 
accounts, is a grievous. temptation to sin, and much 
loss is incurred from this source. A case that 
has come under my own knowledge will shew 
how this may happen. I know a gentleman who 
disbursed heavy sums of money dising the war, 
and returned « large balance, deducting exactly 
that which he was entitled to for his services. He 
told me abouta year ago, that although his ac- 


he had heard nothing of them since; and laughing- 
ly regretted that he had paid over the balance, 
saying that the interest upon it would have 
maintained his family handsomely until then, and 
perhaps for years to come—for he had no idea 
when his affairs would be clesed at the department. 
It is true, there are some checks upon these mat- 
ters, though the accounts are not settled—but we 
| know by sorrowful experience that they are insuf- 
ificientto preventfraud. If the clerks already em- 
ployed are not enough numerous, it would save 
us much money, and those who have accounts to set- 
tle, great trouble, if a regiment more were set at 
work;—but those we have, Ido not believe, are 
really employed in public business more than threz 
hours per day on an average, if for so long a time, 
except to meet some callof cengress for informa- 
‘tion, or on extraordinary occasions. 

If a person does the state some service which 
from it nature musi come before cangress, he seems 
uimost justified in making an unreasoiable demand, 
if the case will allow it, on account of the delay 
that will probably attend its adjustment; and hence, 
perbaps, it is that congress are so much disgusted 
with private claims that there is hardly patience 
enough to listen to those which are most worthy 
of attention—one wroxg always operating to beget 
the other wrong. 1 have before mentioned the 
case of one of my friends who has a claim upon the 
government, which must be passed by congress, for 
a large sum of money. That.it will ultimately be 
paid there is no manner of doubt, for there is not 
the shadow of distrust respecting its justice:—the 
committee to whom it was referred not only re- 
ported most favorably, but seemingly went out of 
their way tocompliment this gentleman for his pa- 
triotism and good conduct. He has attended upon 
this business two sessions, a thousand miles from 
his home, and is now coming a third tine—the cost 
of these journies, and of his living abroad, will not 
be less than 5000 dollars—for congress had rot /ez+ 


wise policy to protect the revenue. In most coun-|sure to act upon the reports of the committee at 


tries; the officers of the customs are perfect- 
Jy understood toliave a moderate price for their ho- 
nesty: their employment is made a mean one by the 
mean wages which they receive; and I have heard 
many foreigners express their astonishment at see- 
ing our “tide waiters,” as they call our inspectors, 
treated like gentlemen, and deservedly so, in most 


instances, They receive a handsome competence | 


—three dollars per day; they do their duty, tor they 


the last session, though the matter would have con- 
sumed less time to give ita full consideration, than 
is sometimes lost in one day, while a silly speaker 
pauses deliberately to take a drink of water or af- 
fectedly nibble an orange; and millions, it may be 
said, have been voted away with less preparation and 
ceremony than this worthy man’s claims have been 
presented to congress; who, when they pay him will 
certainly add the inéerest—not because he has laid 


have a reputation aswell a3 a valuable office to lesa! out of money justly due to him for several years, 


—and the government saves miilions, perhaps, by 
ts economy in paying them well for their services. 
I knew a man who made $30,000 by a bribe of two 
Suineasin England, on an invoice of copper and 
copper nails, which he thereby exported to the 
VU. States, at atiine when their export was prohibit- 


but to refund tohim the amount of the expense he 
has béen at to recover it! I wish 1 could believe 
that this. was asolitary case—alas! there are many 
‘such. . 

| J shall now briefly mention the matters that Ied 
'to the preceding train of remarks— 
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In the ReetsTer of April last, vol. XVI, page 107, 
there is a notice of the case of an auctioneer of Phi- 
ladelphia, who evidentlyjgave to the relative of a 
great mar the modest sum of 1000 dollars per annum 
for the influence of that “great ran” in procuring 
the appointment of said auctioneer by the governor 
of Pennsylvania; and now we see in the evidence 
just presented to a committee appointed to enquire 
into the conduct of the said governor, that another 
auctioneer has farmed out his commission for 25 
dollars per week and 280 dollars a year, together 
1550 dollars per annum—a very snug sinecure.---I 
have not believed that the governor had any thing 
to do with these bargains—but it appears to me that, 
as the facts are notorious, he ought to dismiss both 
of those auctioneers who have thus bought or sold 
their commissions. [If ‘they are worth the sums 
paid forthem, the money ought to gointo the pub- 
lic treasury—for it certainly belongs to the public. 

With the solitary exception of her maniac bank- 

‘ing law (twice gloriously rejected by the departed 
Sxxrpen, honored be his memory for his wisdom!) 
itappears tome that there is as much, if not more, 
practical good sense in the legislation of Pennsyl- 
vania as in any other state. Her mottois “virtue, 
liberty and independence,” and her works are in 
close affinity with it—many of her laws are or- 
naments to human nature,and her public institutions 
have no superiors in peint of public utility. Why 
has she not then swept away this continual subject 
of intrigue and corruption, the appointment of auc- 
tioneers at Philadelphia, by throwing the business 
open to any one, and every one, who will pay fora 
license and give the needful security to perform the 
obligations now ‘mosed on those appointed? What 
possible injury could arise from this? I cannot ap- 
prehend any, except an abridgment of the patro- 
nage of the governor can beso considered; and my 
opinion is, that Mr. Findlay would gladly be releas- 
ed of some part of the onerous load which he now 
bears on account of appointments, the most unplea- 

' gant part, perhaps, of his executive duties. I am 

pleased with the beliefthat the legislature of Penn- 

sylvxnia will not rise without passing a law on this 

- Subject, which shall at once give to all men the right 

of being auctioneers, if they please, on the pay- 
“ment of the state tax, &c. and prevent a recur- 
rence of events disgraceful to the character of the 
commonwealth. 

Ii; the great and magnanimous state of New York 
too, many unpleasant incidents have taken place. 
A chief justice of the supreme court and three oth- 
er persons of high standing,have been openly charg- 
ed with having received $5000 each for their votes 
or influence to get a charter for the bank of Ameri- 
ca! The judge denies the charge, and has institut- 
ed a suit—but a committee of the house of assem- 
bly has been raised to examine into it, and whether 
the charge is true or false it must be considered as 
a misfortune;—the idea that a person so dignified 
eould be bribed with the paltry sum of 5000 dol- 
lars,is derogatory to us all—a libel on the human 
family; and they who made it will have much to an- 
swerfor, ifthey do not substantiate what they have 
so broadly asserted. 

I have nothing at all to do with the lecal politics 
of these states—I have never taken the trouble to 
examine into the merits of the contending parties, 
and do not think that [ever shall; butit seems evi- 
dent, that if the people of said states were to set 
themsclves seriously to work to lessen the patron- 
age of their respective executives, they would find 
much solid benefit and real peace to result from 
the procedure. 





Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 


We have acopy ofthe report of the commission. 
ers of the sinking fund, dated the 5th instant. It 
makes a pamphlet of 39 pages—but the details, 
though necessary to those to whom the public af. 
fairs are immediately confided, is of very little inte- 
rest tothe people in general, who are satisfied 
with the results,—which are as follows: 

The sum actually disbursed from the treasury, on 
account of the principal and interest of the public 
debt, of all descriptions, in 1818, was $21,334,766 
24—of which $14,753,688 74 was on account of the 
principal. 

The amount in like maaner disbursed in the 
year 1819, for principal and interest, was $7,721,- 
020 96; chiefly on account of interest, except in 
part of the Louisiana debt. 

On the 21st Oct. 1820, the last instalment of the 
Louisiana debt, amounting to $2,216,462 77 will be 
payable. 

It is stated that “in compliance with the act of the 
3rd of March, 1817, for the redemption of the pub. 
lic debt, the certificates which, by payment or pur- 
chase, have become the property of the United 
States, are regularly cancelled.’’* 

The amount of debt on the Ist of January 1820, 
is given as follows: 

Dols. Cis. 


Deferred stock, (ineluding thé reim- 
bursement for 1819,) 
Three per cent stock 


5,048,848 75 
13,295,915 44 


Exchanged six per cent of 1812 2,668,974 99 
Louisiana six percent 2,216,462 77 
Six per cent of 1796 80,000 


Six per cent of 1812, (loan of 11 mil- 


lions, ) 6,187,006 84 
Six per cent of 1813, 16 do. 15,521,136 45 
Ditto 74do. 6,856,232 39 
Ditto 1814 25&S8 do. 13,011,437 63 
Ditto 1815 9,499,099 10 


1,419,125 61 
8,595,298 27 


7,000,000 
$89,370,538 24 


Treasury note six per cent stock 
Ditto seven per cent 

Five per cent stock, (subscription to 
the bank U. States) 








To which we add, for the satisfaction of our rea- 
ders— 


' Interest. 

The sum of 53,643,092 is at 6 percent. 3,218,585 
“13,295,915 at 3 398,877 

8,595,298 7 601,950 

7,000,000 5 350,000 

6,836;232 74 512,466 

§,081,878 


But the payment ofthe interest on the 5 per 
cents, is presumed to be met by the dividends of the 
bank in general, though we now have itto pay; 
because we are not receiving dividends. 


_—— a 





*It willbe recollected that the bank of the Unit- 
ed States assumed the payment of the instalment 
due on the Louisiana debt in October last—1i. €- 
that the bank, finding it inconvenient to pay S° 
much of our own money deposited therein, arrang- 
ed matters so with the holders of that stock as to de- 
fer its payment for three years, the bank paying 
them the interest therefor. We have desired te 
know whether the evidences of this debt, as owing 
by the United States, are cancelled—or whether we 
are not held as indorsers for the bank; and, in cas 
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“Attorney General of the U. States. 


Letter from the attorney general of the United 
States, in reply to an order of the house of re- 
_presentatives of the United States of the twenty- 
eighth ultimo, referring to him a petition of Jo- 
seph Wheaton, with sundry documents connect- 

ed therewith. , 

Office of ths attorney general 
of the United States, 3d Feb. 1820. 

Srn—The order of the house of representatives 
of the United States, ofthe 28th January last, «that 
the petition of Joseph Wheaton, and the accompa- 
nying documents, together with the report of the 
committee of claims, of the 6th January, thereon, 
be referred to the attorney general of the United 
States, and that he be requested to report his opi- 
nion thereupon to this house,” was handed me by 
major Wheaton, or petitioner,) this evening, to- 
gether with the documents which are now return- 
ed. 

‘The duties of the attorney general’s office are 
specified by our laws, and are confined to the fol- 
lowing heads: 

1. “To prosecute and conduct all suits, in the su- 

_preme court, in which the United States shall 
be concerned, 

2. 10 give his advice and opinion upon questions 
of law, when required by the president of the 
United States, or when requested by the heads 
of any of the departments, touching any matters 
that may concern their departments. 

3. “To discharge the duties of a commissioner of 
the sinking fund.” 

The attorney general is sworn to discharge the 
duties of his office according to law. ‘To be instru- 
mentalin enlarging the sphere of his official duties 
beyond that which is prescribed by law, would, in 
my opinion, be ayiolation of thisoath. Under this 
impression, 1 have, with great care, perused all the 
documents which have been handed to me in this 
case, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
order, with which I have been honored from the 
house of representatives, falls under either head of 
my official duties; and it appears to me that it does 
not. A reference tothe law will shew, I think, that 
this is indisputably clear. 

i had the honorto intimate this impression, in 
anwer to the case of major Thomas, referred to me, 
officially by the house of representatives, in the ses- 
sion of 1818-19, in the hope that, if it was thought 
advisable to connect the attorney general with the 
house of representatives, in the character of legal 
counsellor, which he holds, by the existing law, to- 
wards the president and heads of departments, a 
provision would be made by law, for that purpose, 
No such provision having been made, and believ- 
ing, as I do, that, in a government purely of laws, it 
would be incalculably dangerous to permit an of- 
ficer to act, under color of his office, beyond the 
pale of the law, I trust that I shall be excused from 
making any oficial report on the order with which 
the house has honored me. It is true that in this 
case, I should have the sanction of the house for the 
measure, and it is not less true that my respect for 


= 





of its failure to fulfil its engagements, made liable 
to pay the money a second time? A private letter on 
which we place much reliance, gives us reason to 
believe, that the evidences of this part ofthe debt, 
though really paid by the U. States, not yet, in legal | 
phrase, having become “the property” of the U. | 
States—by possession, remains uncancelled, See | 
Present yol. pages 59 and 101. j 





the house impels me strongly to obey the order. 
The precedent, however, would not be the less dan- 
gerous, on account of the purity of the motives in 
which it originated. The maxim is as old, at least, 
as republican Rome, that omnia mala exempla ex bo- 
nis orta sunt. On this und, I assure you, sir, that 
it gives me more pain to be thus obliged to decline 
it, than it would give me trouble to make the report; .. 
but, in aconflict between my wishes and my sense 
of duty, there ought to be no question which I 
should obey. ee 

I may be wrong in my view of the subject; the 
order may be sanctioned by former precedents; but 
my predecessors in office have left nothing for my 
guidance, and I am constrained, thercfore, to act on 
my own construction of the law as it stands. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respecfully, your 
obedicnt servant. WILLIAM WIRY. 








South American Affairs. 

Our accounts from Buenes Ayres and Chili are pe - 
nerally encouraging. The revenue of Chili is esti- 
mated at three millions of dollars per annum: but 
the government paper it at 25 percent. discount. 
There are various unpleasant rumors about the pro- 
ceedings of admiral Cochrane, and too much rea- 
son to believe that he is resolved to make money! 

From Venezuela, New Granada, &c. we have inte- 
resting news. The great victory gained by Bolivar at 
Boyaca settled the fate of New Granada, and more 
than $35,000,000 in the king’s treasurv fll into the 
hands of the patriots, with other spoils of much va- 
lue. Bolivar immediately organized a provisional 
government, and the country seems to be finally se- 
parated from Spain. Tworespectable armies were 
immediately embodied. 

Gen. Balivar returned from his triumphant cam- 
paign to Angostura on the 1lith of Dec. and was 
received with great demonstrations of joy. He 
was 17 days in passing from Pamplona, in New Gra- 
nada, to Angostura, in Guayana, a journey that 
generally occupies 25 or thirty days—he set out 
for his head quarters at Apure on the 29th, and 
on the 20th of Feb. expected to be in Caracas with 
an army of 12,500 men, to drive Morillo and the 
remnant of his forces to Porto Cabello. But Morillo, 
inhuman as he is, is a man of wonderful resources, 
and may yet give the patriots much trouble. He 
has lately been created a noble by Ferdinand, for 
the eminent services he has rendered to the roya! 
cause in Venezuela.* 

The expedition from Margaritta had net sailec 
at the date of our last accounts—it was waiting for 
gen. Devereux, who was expected in all last month. 
it was thought that on his arrival these forces 
would proceed immediately to /.a Guayra, to co- 
operate with the army of the interior. 

It is reported that Lima is taken by gen. San 
Martin—and also that Quito has declared itself in - 
dependent, and sent deputies to Bolivar, to be ad- 
mitted into the union of Venezuelaand New Grz- 
nada, 

It is stated that Dr. Zea, the vice-president ai 
Venezuela, was about to proceed to the Unite:! 
States as an envoy extraordinary. 

[Translated for the Democratic Press.]} 
FUNDAMENTAL LAW POR THE REPUBLIC OF COLUMBIA. 
The sovereign congress of Venezuela, to whose 





authority the people of New Granada, lately eman- 
cipated by the arms ofthe republic, have voluntari- 
ly submitted, considering 


*Cuunt of Carthagena and marquis de la Puerta. 
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and New Granada in one republic, they will have 
the means of attaining the highest degree of power 
and prosperity. 3 , 

_ IL. ‘That if they should remain in separate repub- 
lics, however great be the bonds that might unite 
them, yet far from benefitting by so many advanta- 


ges, it is with difficulty they would consolidate} b 


their sovereignty, and cause it to be respected: 

Il}. That these truths, clearly perceived by every 
man of sound understanding, and genuine patriot- 
ism, had excited the governments of both repub- 
lies to agree to their confederation, which the 
vicissitudes of war, have heretofore prevented:— 

From these censiderations of necessity and re- 
ciprocal interest; and in conformity with the report 
of the select committee of the deputies from New 
Granada and Venezuela— : 

In the name andj under the auspices of the Supreme 

Being, has decreed and does decree the following 
FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLUMBIA, 

triicie 1. The republic of Venezuela and New 
Granada shall be, from the present day, united un- 
der the glorious title of the Republic of Columbia. 

If. Its territory shall be those comprehended in 
the former captain generalship of Venezuela, and 
the vice-royalty of the new kingdom of Grana- 
da, embracing an extentof one hundred and fifteen 
thousand square leagues, whereof the exact boun- 
daries shall be fixed at a more seasonable opportu- 
nity. 

lil. The debts contracted by the two republics 
separately, are acknowledged in solidum, by this 
law, aS 3 national debt of Columbia—for, the dis- 
charge of which, the goods and property of the 
state are pledged, and the most productive of the 
revenue shall be destined. 

IV. ‘The excutive power of the republic shall be 
exercised by a president, and in his absence, by a 
tice-president, hoth to be appointed pro tempore 
by the president congress. 

V. The republic of Columbia shall be divided in- 
to three great departments—Venezula, Quito, and 
Cundinamarca, which shall comprehend the provin- 
ces of New Granada, whereof the name shall be 
henceforward suppressed. ‘the capitals of these 
departments shall be the cities of Caracas, Quito, 
and Bogota. 

Vi. Each department shall have a superior ad- 


ministration, and a chief magistrate, to be appoint-}- 


ed for the present by this congress, with the title of 
vice-present. 

Vil. A new city, bearing the name of the Libera- 
tor, Balivar, shal] be the capital of the republie of 
Columbia, ‘The plan and site thereof shall be de- 
termined by the first general congress, upon the 
principle of making it suitable for the conveniences 
ofthe three departments, and proportioned to the 
grandeur for which this rich country is destined by 
nature. 

Vill, The general congress of Columbia shall as- 
semble on the first day. of January, 1821, in the 
town of Rosario de Circuta, which in every respect 
is considered the most suitable place. The convo- 
cation shall be made by the president of the repub- 
lic on the Ist Jan. 1820, who shall also communicate 
the plan for the elections, to be devised by a select 
committee, and approved by the present congress. 

1X. The constitution of the republic of Colum- 
bia shall be formed by the general congress, to 
whom shall be ’presented the project of one alrea- 
dy decreed; together with the laws enacted by this 
congress, to be immediately carried into execution 


- 


1. That by uniting the provinces of Venezuela |. 


X. The arms and flag for Columbia shall be de- 
creed by the general congress. In the mean time 
those of Venezuela shall be employed, asthey are 
known. ° 
XI. The present congress shall dissolve on the 
15th January, 1820, in order that the, new elections 
may take place for the congress general of Colum. 
la, . . : 
_ XII. A commission of six members, with a presi- 
dent, invested with special powers to be decreed, 
shall occupy the place of congress during its recess, 
XII, ‘The republic of Columbia shall be solemn- 
ly proclaimed to the citizens and the armies, with 
public feasts and rejoicings, to take place in this 
capital, on the twenty-fifth Dec. inst. commemorat- 
ing the nativity of the Saviour of mankind, under 
whose protection the state has been regenerated by 
thisre-union. 7 
XIV: The anniversary of this political regenera- 
tion shall be perpetually celebrated by a national 
feast, where virtue and talents, asformerly at Olyin- 
pia, shall be distinguished and compensated, 
The present fundamental law for the republic of 
Columbia, shall be promulgated in the settlements 
and armies, inserted in the public journals, and de- 
posited in the archives-of the Cabildos, municipali- 
ae and corporations—whether ecclesiastic or secu, 
ar. : 
Given at the palace of the sovereign congress of 
Venezuela, in the city of St. Thomas of Angostura, 
on the 17th day of December, A. D. 1819, and in the 
ninth year of our independence. Francisco Anto- 
nia Zea, president of congress; Juan German Ros: 
cio, &c. &e. 3 : 
Palace of the sovereign congress of Venézuela at 
Angostura, 17th December, 1819. 
The sovereign congress decree that the present 
fundamental law for the republic of Columbia, shall 
be communicated to the supreme executive power, 
by a deputation, for the publieity and accomplisl- 
ment thereof—Francisco Antonia Zea, president of 
congress, Diego Vallenilla, deputy secretary. 
Palace of the government at Angostura, 17th De- 
cember, 1819. 
Ordered to be printed, proclaimed, accom 
and sealed with the arms ofthe state, . 
SIMON BOLIVAR. 
For his excellency the president of the republic, 
| DIEGO B. URBANEJA, 
Minister of the interior and of justice. 
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Missouri Question, 

DEBATE IN THE SENATE—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 415, 

[Mr. Burritz of Rhode Island spoke at conside- 
rable length in favor of restricting Missouri, as to 
the admission of slaves. He said]—*We propose 
to subject Missouri to no other restriction than, in 
1787, was imposed by the “immortal” ordinance, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has, with great 
force and propriety called it, upon the whole North 
Western territory; a restriction which was readily 
and freely assented to, under an act of congress, by 
the states of Ohio, Indiana, and “Hlinois, and to 
which the unpara'leled growth and happy condi- 
tion of the first of those fertile and extensive states 
is, ina great degree, to be ascribed. A restric- 
tion, then, the propriety of which is strengthened 
by a reference to the conduct of the old congress 
and of the new, of the states and, of the union, 
ought not hastily to be condemned as unconstitu- 
tional. It has often been repeated within doors 
and without, that our free and happy constitution, 





by way of experiment. 


jm which so many apparent contradictions and jar- 
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ring interests are reconciled into a strong and har- | 
monious federal government, was, in great part, 
the fruit of compromise. We have often been re- 
minded, and I shall ‘not soon forget it, that the 
small states are indebted to this principle of conei- 
liation and compromise, for their equal suffrage in. 
this branch of the national legislature. On such oc- 
casions, it is but fair and equal to remind other 
gentlemen that the same friendly and patriotic prin- 
ciple has given to the slave holding states a repre- 
sentation upon property in the other house, and 
that the compensation intenfledto have been made 
by the apportionment of direct taxes, according to 
the same ratio, has, owing to the ability or disposi- 
tion to dispense with such taxes, except in a very 
few instances, never beén received.” 

{He gave a history of the adoption of the con- 
stitution, and said that the word slaves was omitted 
in it because it was hoped that the constitution 
would endure longer than slavery was tolerated in 
the United States. Mr B. argued on the construc- 
tion of the words “migration and importation”— 
«there never was, he said, an intention to limit the 
general superintendiig power of congress in rela- 
tion to the intercourse with foreign nations”-- 
hence “migration” must have applied to slaves. ] 

«Under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, when 
Mr. Madison, a member of the convention, was se- 
cretary of state, congress passed an act, March 26, 
1804, (vol. 3, p. 603,) for erecting Louisiana into 
two territories, one of which was called Orleans, 
and in regard to Orleans there was enacted, and 
without (s0 fam as we know) any opposition, im- 
portant restrictions upon the introduction of slaves. 
Congress not only interdicted the introduction of 
slaves from abroad, but they expressly forbad the 
introduction of any slaves from the old states, which 
had been imported after May, 1798; and also the in- 
troduction of slaves, directly or indirectly, except 
by a citizen of the United States, removing into the 
territory for actual settlement, and being, at the 
time of such removal, bona fide owner of such slave 
or slaves; otherwise the slave to be restored to his 
freedom.” 

[ He added, that the right and power ofthe gene- 
ral government to prevent the further spread of 
slaves was shewn in the “acts for the admission of 
Tennessee, April 2d, 1790, and May 26, 1790, 
though a part ofan old state, there is no other re- 
serve, on the part of North Carolina, as to the ordi- 
nance of 1787, than thjs: «That no regulation made 
by congress should tend toemancipate slaves.” At 





that time there was a general consent and under- 
standing that this pestilence of slavery was not to 
be farther diffused. But the times are changed, 
and we are changed with them.’’} 

“Mr. President, said Mr. Burrill, gentlemen at- 
tempt to alarm our fears by calling this motion an 
infringement-of the independence and sovereignty 
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of the individual states. I know very well the ma- 
gical force of certain words, and that, though they | 
may not be potent to call up spirits from the vasty | 
deep, they are sufficiently so to alarm prejudice | 
and excite jealousy. Butafter all, sir, in what does 
the sovereignty ofthe states consist? They surely 
cannot make war, or peace, or alliances, or raise ar- | 
mies, or build navies, or make any thing bit gold 
and silvera tenderin payment of debis, or impair the 
obligation of contracts, or regulate trade; in short, | 
they can hardly do any one of those things which 
sovereign princes, or emperors, or republics may 
do, and which congress may do, It is clear then, 
notwithstanding the mujesty of these words, that 





these states are limited sovereignties, and that the | 


supremacy is vested by the people of these United 
States in the federal government.” : F 

Congress may admit new states, but are not, 
obliged to admit them. If Missouri accepts these 
terms, for there are various terms and conditions 
in the bill reported, besides the one proposed in 
the amendment, she is bound by the compact, by 
the constitution, in the same manner as Ohio is 
bound, and can no“more complain of injustice or 
oppression, than Ohio can.” — Me Shs 

| As restrictions on Louisiana he noticed that she 
was bound not to impose a toll on the passage of 
the Mississippi—whereas, Pennsylvania and New 
Jerséy, as to the Delaware, or New York, as to the 
Hudson, had not renounced their rights over these 
rivers. ‘That Louisiana had been compelled to es- 
tablish the right of habeas corpus, the trial by jury, 
and to keep her records in the English language, 
ee 

Mr. Burrill next took up the treaty of cession, by 
which the inhabitants of Louisiana where to be in- 
corporated into the union, according to the prin- 
ciples of the constitution—the true meaning 6f 
which was that the people thereof should enjoy all 
the political rights as if they had been native born 
citizens of the U.S. &c and he contended that, with 
a provision to prevent the further introduction of 
slavery, they would be admitted according to the 
agreement. | | 

“Congress, said Mr. B. after having acquired the 
province of Louisiana, either by conquest or pur- 
chase, are to. govern it under the constitution and 
the laws as they govern other territories. They 
seem indeed to have a more complete sov-reignty 
over this than overa territory ceded by thé old 
states, for this was acquired, not by cession of an 
old state, in which case it might stand in the rela- 
tion ofan old state, but was acquired by cession 
from a stranger; it therefore belongs to the United 
States in their federal and sovereign character, and 
was not in the contemplation of the peopié of the 
United States when the constitution was formed.— 
it would follow, then, that though they are to be ad- 
mitted into the union upon an. equality as to fede- 
ral rights, yet that congress, have a right to impose 
conditions upon their admission, not inconsistent 
with that federal equality. We may add to this, 
that the Umiced States are the owners of all the 
ungranted lands, and, as lords of the soil, have a 
right to secure their property and prevent the de- 
preciation of itsvalue. 

«With afew remarks upon the very difficult and 
dangerous subject of expediency, I shall be satisfied 
to leave the question to the discussion of the able 
gentlemen who follow me. This fieid is almost 
boundless. Which ever way we turn our eyes we 
are struck with new evidences of its extent and im- 
portance. ‘The question is no less than this: Whe- 
ther the unexplored and almost. interminable re- 
gions beyond the Mississippi are hereafter to be 
filled with a race of free white men, or whether 
they are to be cultivated by slaves, and blackened 
with there continual increasing progeny? Iam not 
only averse to a slave population, but also to any 
population composed of blacks, and of the infinite 
and motley confusion of colors between the black 


jand the white. And yet to such a population do 


we inevitably doom this territory, if this restriction 
is to be rejected.” 

jiie next contended that the compromise by 
which three fifths of the slaves were to be includ- 


, ed in the apportionment of representatives, applied 


only to the states ¢hen existing, and that it was nei- 
ther just or expedient to extend the principle. The 
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internal slave trade was then adverted to and de- 
precated, and he said that many would be introduc- 
ed through the Spanish possessions.] «We have 
been told that this restriction will “pen up” slavery 
in the old states, and that, if we believe slavery to 
be so great an evil; we ought to consent to mitigate 
it by diffusion. **Mr, President, the evil may thus 
be extended, hut it cannot thus be cured. The 
tune must one ‘day arriye when, however extensive 
ure the slave countries, they will all be too full,— 
We may avert the most fatal calamities by oe 
slavery within its present bounds, but if extende 
much beyond them, the consequence may defy all 
human power,” 

He concluded as follows—“Sir, I should centra- 
dict my own experience, in this house and in pri- 
vate life, were I to affix to the character of those 
who hold slaves the general charge of cruelty, or 
even indifference to the rights of men. I have of- 
ten been engaged in the discussion, in the senate, 
of the best means of preventing the African slave 
trade, and have always found the gentlemen of the 
south and west ready, zealous, and cordia! in their 
€0-operation, Most of these gentlemen consider 
slavery, as it now exists in our country, as an evil, 
and so considering it, I would appeal to their good 
sense and their good feelings, whether they ought 
not to unite zealously in every measure which is 
calculated to prevent its extension, Diffusing it 
over Missouri will not lessen it in their states; the 
evil, ag all our statistical tables abundantly prove, 
will increase, and may at last swell to a size and 
a strength which will despise and deride all at- 
tempts at control or regulatipn.” 

[Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, succeeded and 
said 
: wife agreed with the gentleman who declared 
this to be the greatest question ever debated in the 
senate, and that it ought to be discussed in the most 

-galm and cool manner, without attempting to ex- 
cite passion or prejudice. It was, however, to be 
regretted, that, while some of those who supported 
the motion were quite calm and cool, they used a 
good many hard words, which had no tendency to 
continue the good humour they recommended. He 
would endeavor to follow their advice, but must be 
pardoned for not following their example, in the 
use of hard words; if, however, one should escape 
him, it would be contrary to his intention, and an 
act of indiscretion, not of design or premeditation; 
he hoped to examine the subject with great meek- 
yess and humility.’? 
_ [Mr, Macon pronounced an eulogium on the con- 
stitutien—-*fit has stood the trial of trouble and war, 
but it was not to be tried in a time of universal 
peace, whether a government, within a government, 
can maintain itself and preserve the liberty of the 
citizen.””} 
- «The amendment, said Mr. Macon, is calculated to 
roduce geographical parties; or why admonish us 
fo discuss it with moderation and good temper. No 
man who has witnessed the effects of parties nearly 
geographical, can wish to see themrevived. Their 
acts formerly produced uneasiness, to say the Jeast 
of them, to good men of every party. General 
Washington has warned us against them; but he is 
now dead, and his advice may svon be forgotten; 
form geographical parties, and it will be neglected. 
Instead of forming sectional parties, it would be 
more patriotictodo them away. But party and pa- 
triotismare notalways the same. Town meetings 
and resglations to inflame one part of the nation 


of them want things right. Leave them to farm’ 
their own opinions, without the aid of inflammatory 
speeches at town meetings, and they will always 
form them correctly. What interest or motive can 
the good people of one part of the country have, 
for meeting and endeavoring to irritate those of 
another? No town meeting was necessary to in- 
form or inflame the public mind against the law. 
giving members of congress a salary instead of a 
daily allowance, The people formed their own. 
opinions, disapproved it, and it was repealed... Sa. 
they will always act, if left to themselves. Let not, 
parties, formed at home for state purposes, be 
brought into congress, to disturb and distract the 
union. The general government hithertohas been 
productive enough of them, to satisfy those wha. 
most delight in them, that they are not likely to be 
long wanted in it. Enough, and more than enough, 
has been produced, by the difficulty of deciding 
what is, and what is not, within the limits of the 
constitution. And, at this moment, we have difli- 
culties enough to seuffle with, without adding the 
present question, The dispute between the bank 
of the United States, and those of the states; the 
want of money by the government and the people, 
not in a condition to increase the taxes, because 
more indebted at home than they ever were; and 
the dispute with Spain, might serve for this session. 
But the beginners of these town meetings may be 
like the beginners of the addresses of old—want 
office, If this should be the case, the government 
istoo poor to gratify them. It is more easy to in- 
flame the public mind, than to quiet it when in- 
flammed. A child may set the woods on fire, but it 
requires great exertions to extinguish it. This 
now very great question, was buta spark at the last 
session.”? 

[He next said, that all the states have equal rights 
—those of the new being the same as the old, why 
make Missourian exception? «In every free coun- 
try that ever existed, the first vielations of the prin- 
ciples of the government were indirect, and not 
well understood, or supported with great zeal by 
a part of the people.” Louisiana had been admit- 
ted “as a full sister, but Missouri was to be treated 
as a step daughter.” After some general remarks 
on this subject, Mr. M, said}— 

“A wise legislature will always consider the cha- 
racter, condition, and feeling of those to be legislat- 
ed for. In a government and people like ours, this 
is indispensable. The question now under debate 
demands this consideration. Toa part of the U, 
States, and that part which supports the amendment, 
it cannot be important, except as it is made so by 
the circumstances of the times. In ali questions 
like the present, in the U, States, the strong may 
yield without disgrace, evenin their awn apinion; 
the weak cannot; hence, the propriety af not at- 
tempting to impose this new condition on the peo- 
ple of Missouri. Their numbers are few, compared 
te those of the whole United States. Letthe Unit- 
ed States then abandon this new scheme; let their 
magnanimity and not their power be felt by the 
people of Missouri ‘The attempt to govern too 
much, has produced every civil war that ever has 
been, gnd will, probably, every ong that ever may 
be.? 

[He did not say that the people of Missouri would 
resist the restriction, but thought it might he ap- 
prehended that they would, and he spoke at length 
of the congequences pf a civil war, &c.] 

“Opinions, (said Mr. Macon) have greatly chang. 





‘against the other, can neyer benefit the people, 
though they may gratify an individual, A mjority, 


edinsome of the states, ina few years. Vhe time 
has beca, wien thuse now. ¢alled slavc-lichling 
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states, were thought to be the firm and stedfast 

friends of the people and of liberty. Then they 
were opposing an administration and a majority in 
congress, supported by a sedition law; then there 
was not a word heard, at least from one side, about 
those who actually did mosttowards changing the 
administration and the majority in congress, and 
they were from slave-holding states. And now it 
would be curious to know how many members of 
congress actually hold seats in consequence of 
their exertions at the time alluded to. Past services 
are always forgot when new principles are to be 1n- 
troduced. : : 

«It is a fact, that the people who move from the 
non-slave-holding to the slave-holding states, when 
they become slave.holders by purchase or marriage, 
expect more labor from them than those do who 
are brought up among them. To the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. Burrill) I tender my hearty 
thanks for. his liberal and true statement of the 
treatment of slaves in the southern states. His ob- 
servations leave but little for me to add, which is 
this, that the slaves gained as much by indepen- 
dence as the free. The old ones are bettertaken 
care of than any poor in the world, and treated with 
decent respect by all their white acquaintances. 1] 
sincerely wish that he and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Roberts,) would go home with 
me, or some other southern member, and witness 
the meeting between the slaves andthe owner, and 
see the glad faces and the hearty shaking of hands. 

{Speaking of the condition of the emancipated 
negroes, he said] ; 

“Before the question be taken on the motion, I 
should be very much obliged to any one of the gen- 
tlemenfrom the non-slaye-holding states, who would 
frankly state the condition of the blacks in the state 
he represents, especially their condition in the large 
cities; whether the whitesand the blacks intermarry. 
If they do; whether the whites are not degraded by 
it—whether the blacks are in the learned profes- 
sions of law and physic, and whether they are not 
degraded. If they be degraded, where there are 
so few, what will be the consequence when they 
are equal in number or nearly so to the whites? 
Every one will decide this for himself. It may be 
stated without fear of contradiction, that there is no 
place for the free blacks in the United States—no 
place where they are not degraded. If there was 
sucha place, the society for colonizing them would 
not have been formed; their benevolent design 
never known. A country wanting inhabitants, and 
a society formed to. colonize a part of them, prove 

there is no place for them.” 

“Some of the arguments used in the present de- 
bate convey to my mind the impression that it was 
thought the owning of slaves enervated and enfee- 
bled the owners. Letthe history of the revolution 
and of the late war be examined, and nothing like 
it will be found Facts enough might be stated to 
prove it was not so—twe only will be mentioned. 
The battle of King’s Mountain and that of New Or- 
leans. But on this subject, I will, with permission 
of the senate, reada part of the speech of that cele- 
brated master of the human character, (Mr. Burke) 
on his motion for réconciliation with the colonies, 
delivered in 1775—his language isthis: Sir, [can 
perceive by their manner, that some gentlemen ob- 
ject to the latitude of this description; because in 
the southern colonies the church of England forms 
a large body, and hasaregular establishment. It is 
certainly true. There is however a circumstance 
attending these colonies which, in my opinion, fully 


Bete 


rit of libérty still more high and haughty than in 
those to the northward. It is, that in Virginia and. 
the Carolinas, they have a vast multitude of slaves. 
Where this is the case, in any part of the world. 
those who are free, are by far the most proud and 
jealous of their freedom,” To this, I will not at-- 
tempt to adda word. Noman can add to Mr. Burke. 
Mr. M. said he intended to have read the part in. 
which the character of New England is given; it is 
equally honorable and equally true: but he was so 
much exhausted, he would omit it. The whole 
speech is well worthy of being read on this ocea- 
sion.” | 

Mr. Macon then proceeded to notice.what was 
said by several gentlemen opposed to him—he ob- 
served] Mr. Morrill had said ‘that the constitution. 
was a compromise as to slaves.’ ‘This, no doubt, is 
true; but nota compromise to emancipate. The 
states that held them could free them us others had 
done, without asking or consulting the convention 
or congress, But it wasacompromise as to repre- 
sentation, and nothing else. He has also said, sla- 
very was a curse, and has read a part of Mr. Jefler- 
sons’s notes on Virginia, to prove it. But what 
ought surely to be inferred from Mr. Jefferson’s 
notes and life is, that he thinks "slavery a curse, but 
thinks it a greater curse teemancipate in his native 
Virginia. His democracy, like that of his great 
countrymen who have been before mentioned, ap- 
pears to be of the white family. Both the gentle- 
men have stated that the slaves are represented. 
Are not the blacks every where represented? - 
Emancipate them and they stay where they are; 
and two-fifths of their number will be added to the 
representation, tho’ they ure not permitted to en- 
list in our army.” 
‘It has often been stated, that the law establish- 
ing a territory in Louisiana, prohibited the carrying 
of slaves there, unlessthe owner moved with them. 
This provision in the law was made and intended 
to prevent the carrying Africans there-—one of the 
states having opened her ports for the African 
slave trade about the time. But, with all the sins 
of holdingslaves, we have not that of going to Afii- 
ca forthem. They have been brought to us by the 
citizens of the states which hold none. ‘The only 
time, in congress, that I ever heard the slave trade 
defended, was by a member from the same state 
with the gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Bur- 
rill.) 

“Why not leave the people of Missouri exactly 
as the other territories have been left, free to doas 
they please? A majority of them have moved from 
the states, and understand self government.” 

[After this Mr. Macon argued upon the points of 
the constitution so much referred toin the debate, 
and concluded as follows: } 

“It is tobe regretted, that, notwithstanding the 
compromise made in the constitution about slaves, 
gentlemen had thought proper, at almost every 
session, to bring the subject before congress, in 
some shape or other, and that they regularly, in 
their arguments, claim new power over them. What 
have the people of the southern states done, that 
such a strong desire should be manifested to pen 
them up? It cannot be beeause their representa- 
tives have uniformly opposed the African slave 
trade, or because they as uniformly opposed the 
impressmeni of American sailors by British officers; 
or because their banks aredrained of specie to: sup- 
pry other places, and the revenue collected from 
them is not spent among them; or because the 
have been so tolerant in politics that when Mr, Jef- 
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every office, were not turned out—a proof that they 
did not oppose them for their places of honor or 


profit, or because they have been willing to admit 
new states into the union without regard to the 
number of peopic;—Ohio will remember, the 
‘speeches ofsouthern members were printed to in. 
duce. her citizens to become a state—or because 
they have never requested congress to tax. others 
for their benefit; or because they have not abused 
the late pension law, but have at all times been 
obedient to the laws of the United States and of the 
states, never giving cause for uneasiness or alarm 
to the United States or the neighboring states, and, 
at all times which tried men’s souls, have been 
feund good and true; or because, in old times, they 
opposed the,shutting of the Mississippi for 25 years. 
“If the decision be in favor of the amendment, it 
may ruin us and. our children after us; if against it, 
no injury will result to any. part of the United States. 
Let it be what it may, my prayer to God shall be, 
that it may benefit the nation and promote the hap- 
piness of the people, and that the union of these 
states, and the constitution, may be as lasting as the 
Alleghany.” 

In the course of his speech, Mr. Macon intro- 
duced the following extract from the history of ger. 
Moultrie— “4 

«On my way from gen. Marion’s to gen. Green’s 
camp, my plantation was in the direct road, where 
I called and staida night. On my entering the 
place, as soon as the negroes discovered that I was 
of the party, there was immediately a general alarm, 
and an outcry, that ‘massa was come! massa was 
come!’ and they were running from every part, 
with great joy, to see me. I stood in the piazza to 
receive them: they gazed at me with astonishment, 
and every onecame and took me by the hand, say- 
ing, ‘God bless you massa! We glad to see you, mas- 
sa!’ and every. now and then some one or other 
would.come out with a ’ky!’ and the old Africans 
 joinedin.a war song, in their own language, of «wel- 
come the-warrior home.’ It was an affecting meeting 
between the slaves and the master: the tears stole 
down my eyes, and run down my cheeks. A num- 
ber of gentlemen that were with me could not help 
being affected by the scene, Many are still alive, 
and remember the circumstance. I then possessed 
about two hundred slaves; and net one of them left 
me during the war, although they had had great of- 
fers, nay, some were carried down to work on the 
British lines, yet they always contrived to make 
their escape and return home. My plantation I 
found to be a desolate place; stock of every kind 
taken off; the furniture carried away; and my estate 
had been under sequestration.” 





pWe arehere suddenly stopped short inthe course 
which we intended to pursue, having expected in this 
place to have given Mr, Pinkney’s speech in extenso, 
and to have concluded our notice of the deba:e in the 
senate with that of Mr. Otis.’ By the following article 


from the National Intelligencer of Monday last, it is | 


most probable that Mr. Pinkney’s speech will not be 
published; of course we shall not insert Mr. Otis’s at 
this time, because he spoke chiefly inrep‘y to Mr. P. 

The publication of the debate on the same subject in 
the house of representatives will soon be commenced - 
out of the vast mass of matter delivered and delivering, 
sve shall select a few entire speeches and let the rest 
pass unnoticed. é 

«The debate on the Missouri question yet con- 
tinues, with unabated ardor, in both houses of con- 
gress.. Inthe publication of the senate debate.we 


time that speech was made, our reporter was pre. 
vented from attending by indisposition: As no part 
of Mr. P’sspeech wastaken down by a writer of short. 
hand, and hehas not been able himself to assist us 
with any sketch of it, (although it is believed he 
will very soon do so,) we.are compelled, for the 
present, to omit any account.of it, but may take a 
future opportunity to insert it in our paper. The 
speech of Mr. Otis, the next inthe order of suc- 
cession after that ef Mr. Pinkney, willappear in our 
next, ? ) Nat. Int. 


OPThe merits of the Missouri question seems 
to be in full: debate again before the senate— 
which, as we do not believe that apy good can 
arise from a further discussion ef: it, we had hoped 
it was for this time at rest. 

(cP the following letter has beén addressed by 
the two senators and one of the representatives 
from Delaware to the speaker of the senate of that 
state. Mn Hall, the other representative, is be- 
lieved to be favorable to the restriction — 

Wasurneron; Fes. 12, 1820. 

Sin—We have received a copy of the resolution 
passed by the senate and house of representatives 
of the state of Delaware, on 15th January last, de- 
claring, «That it is, in the opinion of the general 
assembly, the constitutional right of the U. States, 
in congress assembled, to enact and establish as one 
of the ,conditions for the admission of a new state 
into the union, a provision which shall effectually 
prevent the further introduction of slavery into 
such state, and that a due regard to the interests 
of such state as well as of the other states, requires 
that the same should be done.” 

That expression of the opinion of the legislature, 
upon the important question now under discussion 
in congress, connected with the proposed admis- 
sion of Missouri, as a new state, into the union, has 
been considered, with all-that deference and re- 
spectful attention to which it is justly entitled. 
The most deliberate examination of the subject, 
connected with the constitution of the U, States and 
the treaty of cession by which that territory was 
acquired, has resulted in a sincere and firm convic- 
tion in our minds, that congress does not possess 
the power to impose such a restriction upon the 
people of Missouri, in the formation of their state 
constitution. It would certainly be more gratifying 
to us to vote on this or any question conformably 
to the opinion of the legislature, if we could so con- 
sistently with a conscientious discharge of duty; but 
under our present convictions that it is not in our 
power in this instance, we trust that the legislature, 
in their candour, will duly appreciate our motives 
in the discharge ofa painful duty, and that we shall 
stand excused for expressing an opinion upon the 
subject different from that stated in the resolution. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your most ebedient servants, N. VANDYKE, 
©. HORSEY, 

L. M’LANE, 


al 


Catru’ Ropyey, esq. speaker 
of the senate of the state of Delaware. 
GEN. HARPER’S SPEECH. 

(pin the legislature of Maryland, when the re- 
solution which passed the house of delegates, re- 
questing the senators and representatives for this 
state to use their utmost endeavors to secure the 
admission of new states, without restriction as to 
slavery, &c. was before the senate, on the 19th ult. 
Gen. Harper rose and addressed a long’speech to 
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zette” of the 7th, 9th and 10th inst. The following | 
brief abstract of it may interest some of our readers. 

Mr. Harper proposed to modify the resolution so 

as to confine its purpose to the admission of Mis- 
souri, only. -He thought it unwise to assert gene- 
ral principles,.and incorrect to say that new states 
should be-admitted without restricting them in the 
exercise of their sovereign power All the new 
states, except Vermont, had been admitted on con- 
ditions, which rested on the same principle as, that 
now attempted to be imposed on Missouri, and he 
would not consent to any measure that might tend 
to weaken or embarrass the constitutional powers. 
of congress. Still.he thought it inexpgdient to ex-} 
tend this power of congress to Missouri. ba 2 

He then made a strong argument on these words 

of the constitution. of the United States.—“new 
states may be admitted,” to shew that “may” left 
the admission wholly at the discretion of eongress--- 
to admit or refuses He next eombatted the idea, 
that if astate is admitted it must be admitted*in full 
sovereignty, and asked “can it be said that a nation 
or government ceases to be sovereign, because 
it binds. itself by treaty, that is by compact, to ab- 
stain from doing certain things?” ‘The Deity him- 
self may impose restrictions on hisown power. His 
infinite power is restrained in its exercise by the at- 
tributes still more divine, of infinite goodness and 
infinite justice. He cannot do-acruel or an unjust 
thing. Ishe therefore the less omnipotent? And 
are the United States the less sovereign, because 
they bind themselves by treaties, and observe them 
through a sense of justice and good faith?” Missou- 
riis to come into the union by compact---if the par- 
ties agree, they sofar act assovereigns; if they dis- 
agree, one recedes, the negociation fails, and things 
remain as they were. He said the uniform prac- 
tice of-the government had conformed to this theo- 
ry. Mr Harperthen referred tothe country north 
west of the Ghio, and gave the history of its cession, 
and the restrictions which were imposed on it. Con- 
gress was the sovereign and had a right to impose 
these restrictions... It was true, their ordinance 
did not bind Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, after they 
became states---but their assent to that ordinance, 
by which only they became states, was imperative--- 
still none of these .states, on account of these re- 
Strictions,would admit that they were less sovereign, 
or inferior, to the original states. 

Having, as he thought, established the principle 
that congress has the power to impose the contem- 
plated restriction, and that without impairing the 
sovereignty of Missouri, he went at great length tu 
shew the inexpediency of imposing it. He believ- 
ed that the permission to hold slaves in Missouri, 
would rather mitigate the evils of slavery than in- 
crease them. He said the whole amount of the in- 
crease of slaves would be the same for two :centu- 
ries to come, whether they were excluded from 
Missouri and Arkansaw, or not. 

The effect of what is “inaccurately termed the 
slave representation” in congress was next noticed 
by Mr. H. He said it was a “territorial representa- 
tion, in the adjustment of which the number of 
slaves was adopted as the most convenient regula- 
tion.” The same idea occurred in the constitution 
of Maryland, in which all the counties had an equal 
representation, and he thought this was right:—a 
mere numerical representation would often act 
most unjustly!—He then mentioned Philadelphia, 
New York, Baltimore and London, saying that if they 
were represented by numbers, they would govern 
the states, &c. Mr. Harper spent much time in 


, 


that there was no cause of alarm to the non-slave- 
holding states, because their power of representa- 
tion increased faster than'that of the slave-holding 
states. After the census ef 1790, the seven slave- 
holding states had forty-eight representatives, and 
the eight non-slave-holding states fifty-seven—but 
by the last census,the same seven slave-holding states 
have sixty-two, and the same eight non-slave-hold- 
ing states ninety-seven. “The result, he said, may 
create.some uneasiness in the southern states, who 
thus see the defences erected for their local interests 
and rights, in the territorial representation, crumble 
and svaste away; but what just cause of alarm it 
can afford in other sections of the union, he could 


{not perceive.” .He then took a geographical view 


of the different sections of our country, to shew 
that the part of it in which slaves were held was 
less.capable of a dense population than the other 
parts; &c.* at 

_ Mr. Harper then adverted to the alarm, about the 
increase of slave-holding srarzs, as to power in the 
senate. More slave-holding than .non-slave-hold- 
ang states, he admitted, had been added to the union 
—but he'said only two more could be added from 
our present territory---Missouri and Arkansaw; 
whereas Maine, Michigan and two others, north of 
the Ohio and east of the Mississippi, might be ex- 
pected to follow on the other side. He spoke of 
the territory west of the Mississippi---it was of 
great extent, but very'little of it fit for cultivation; 
to be inhabited by a new race of Calmucks, wan- 
dering over it with ‘their herds—or a few ‘hunters 
seeking for game, &c. He said there was room 
only for three states of a moderate size within 
the limits whereslaves could be profitably employ- 
ed---Louisiana, Missouri and Arkansaw; and Missou- 
ri, he thought, would not long be a slave-holding 
state, let the present question be decided cither 
way, 

He thought that as congress had the power to 
prevent the introduction of slaves into this country, 
immediately after its cession, it. should have done 
so, rather than forbid it'now. The refusal to act on 
the. case had invited emigrants to proceed.thither 
with their slaves. 

Mr. Harper concluded with shewing the necessi- 
ty of a dispersion of the slave population, which he 
thought was needful to the safety of the whites--- 
and said that though very few slaves would be rc- 
moved to Missouri, such remcval would tend to 
mitigate an evil which’we cannot cure. 








Statistical Articles. 


Longitude, ea. La Barronne de Paris Boisrow- 
vray, has arrivedin England from Paris, charged 
with a commission to present to the Admiralty 
Board, a theory of the compass, which gives the 
longitude and latitude of the globe, for the disco- 
very of whjch the whole world has so long looked, 
The husband of the lady has submitted his theory 





*Ido not wish at this time to make any reinarks 
upon the principles contended for by Mr. Harper, 
but must express my surprise at his not knowing 
that Philadelphia and New York are represented 
according to population---though Baltimore and Lon- 
don are not. 

The people of every state in the United States, 
whether resident in town or country, are repre< 
sented according to population, except in Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina; and 
so they ought to be—-or else it is false that every 





this bran zh of his argument, and attempted to shew 


freeman has an equality of rights. (Ep. Rec. 
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to the academy at Paris. His wife’s mission to Lon- 
don was to prevent delay, as well as to have a trust- 


worthy agent. 7 
'- AM*RICAN SILK. 


so polite as tv communicate the following article, 


which he copied from a iile of the «Pennsylvania 


Packett”’ for 1787. . 
‘Baltimore, April 3.’? . 


“In the year 1757, 1052lbs of new silk balls were’ 


received at the Filature in Georgia, and the next 
year produced no less than 704vU1bs thereof; in 1759 
there were received at Savannah considerably 
above 10,000lbs, although the season was not favor- 
uble—at present the manufacture is disregarded, 
the house called tiie Filature in a state of decay 
andof no use, but to serve sometimes as a theatre 
tor strolling players. 


Sewing Silk, At the cattle show and display of 


manufactures in Cayuga county, N. ¥. Saml. Chid- 
sey, of Scipio, received a premium for the best 
pound of sewing silk, of various colors, pronounced 
to be equal to imported. “We believe (says the 
Cayuga Republican) this to be the most successful 
attempt to propagate the silk-worm in our coun- 
try; and it is evident from the experience of our 
esteemed member Samuel Chidsey, that the white 
mulberry and silk-worm thrive well in our climate.” 
{The editor of the Aurora has in his possession, a 
piece of wrought silk, which was produced from 
the silk of the native American worm, collected by 
doctor Franklin, betore the revolution, and the 
whole process conducted under his own direction: 
the cocoons reared, and the worms fed with the 
white mulberry planted by himself; a piece for a 
dress -was presented to the English queen, and a 
another dress was made out of the same product, 
for his daughter, the late Mrs. Sarah Bache. ] 

Maryland. From the «Pennsylvania Packett,’’ 

of 1787, under the Baltimore head, dated April 13. 

‘in the year 1780, the property of the state of 
Maryland was then estimated-by the house of dele- 
gates, to amount to /15,589,079 specie; in the year 
1781, to 112,681,581 0 43; in 1782, to 11,747,493 5; 
and inthe year 1783, to /11,371,615 51, The 
civil list in 1783, amounted to /6,250. 

The valuation of property inthe state of Ma- 
ryland in 1813, as finally settled by the assessors 
of the direct tax, was 122,577,572 dollars—of which 
amount the city and county of Baltimore was rated 
at 31,275,309 dollars—one fourth of the whole. 
See Weekly Register, Vol. X. p, 103. 

City of New-York. By areport of a committee 
ef the city council, it appears, that the whole city 
debt at the close of the next year, will amount to 
$1,300,000. Including the repayment of certain 
temporary loans, amounting to $302,705, the mo- 
ney required for city purposes in the present 
year, will amount to about $859,000, to be raised 
by rents, licenses, docks, &c. $112,000; taxes $250, 
000; the balance by loans, 

British navy list. The recent list of the British 
navy, including the promotions, enumerates the 
following officers; 

Admiral of the fleet 1. 

Admirals of the Red 21; White 21, 1 employed; 
Blue 21, 1 employed. 

Vice-admirals of the Red 21; White 23, 1 employed; 
Blue 23,1 employed. 

Rear-adimirals of the Red 24, 4.employed. 
White 23, 4 employed; Blue 24. 

Superannuated Rear-admirals 31. 

Superannuated and retired captains 30. 

Captains 833, 57 employed—coimanders 781, 


A gentleman at Natchez, was 


lieutenants 3859, 397 employed-—masters for ser-. 
vice 612, 154 employed—physicians 15—surgeons. 
for service 894, 107 employed—assistant surgeons 
353, 153 employed—dispensers of hospitals 18— 
hospital mates 6—pursers 857, 110 employed— 
chaplains 56, 20 employed, Ships of various de- 
scriptions in commission 137. 

Venezuela. A Kingston, (Jam.) paper, of the 27th, 
November, contains the following interesting state- 
ment: | 

“We have often reverted to the desdlating rava- 
ges ofthe warin the province of Venezuela. The 
statement now subjoined, exhibits a melancholy ac- 
|count of the dreadful destruction which has taken 
place during the few years past. The Caracas Ga- 
zette some time since published an enumeration of 
the population of that province, at intervals of six 
years; in order to show the fatal effects of the re- 
volutionary war, now carried on there. 

“The province of Caracas in 1809, contained 
420,000 inhabitants; at this day, more than two-fifths 
have perished 

“In 1810, the city of Caracas numbered 31,813 
souls; in 1816 they had decreased to 20,408; and 
they still diminish in number. 

“The town of Calabozo in 1810 contained 3,788 
persons; in 1816, only 1360. 

“Villa de Cura, Victoria, La Guayra, and other 
towns have suffered in the same proportion. 

The writer computes, besides, that the following 





places have lost— souls. 
Island of Margaritta, 5,000 
District of Barcelona, 12,000 
Cumana, 15,000 

Barinas, 12,000 

Maracaybo, 6,000 

Coro, 4,000 

54,000 


Two-fifths of the population of the province of 
Caracas as stated above, 168,000 
Total number of souls who have perished by the 
sword, famine, and earthquakes, in the eaptain ge- 
neralship, since the year 1810, 222,000 
“Four hundred youth were studying in our col- 
lege, and would have been one day the ornament of 
the country, and in part have held her destinies in 
theirhands. There are not now one hundred in 
the college, and many of them are but just learning 
letters. Most of the four hundred were dragged 
by the triumvir Rivas, from their studies, and pe- 
rished in November, 1813, on the mountains of Vi- 
girima. 

“Of the many musicians that Caracas possessed, 
four only remain. There were fifty seven lawyers 
in the city in 1810 and there are now but twenty- 
four, There then existed thirty eight physicians, 
and only twelve now remain.” 

From Degrand’s report. A law enacted by con- 
gress, is binding from the day of its passage, unless 
the law itself mentions to the contrary. 

Thus, for most of our laws, a judge of the U. S. 
courts, is bound to conform te them while sitting in 
Portland, four days at least before the law has come 
to his knowledge. By the same absurd rule, the 
rights between individuals, as well as those between 
the government and individuals, are to be settled 
in Louisiana, according to laws which will not be 
known there, till twenty days after the contracts 
are made. 

It is said that Nerc posted up his edicts so high 
and in such smail print, that taey could not be read: 
and then punished his subjects for violating those 
edicts. - 
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Maryland penitentiary. Amount of prisoners, 237 
males, 56 females—293. Employed as follows— 
men, 50 at weaving, warping, &c.—47 cordwaining, 
32 hatting; 23 sick and invalid; 18 brushmaking; 14 
combmaking; 11 sawing stone; 6 dyeing; 5 smithing 
—the rest at tayloring, painting, cooking, turning, 
nursing, &c. Females, 14 at carding and spinning, 9 
‘at knitting; 8 at sewing; 9 at washing; the rest at 
house work, binding hats, jobbing, &c. 

Jamaica. Exports for the year ending 29th Sep- 
tember 1819—Sugar 108,305 hhds 11,450 tierces, 
3244 bbl—rum 43,946 puhcheons, 1615 hhds 302 
casks, 1558 bbls—molasses 253 casks—ginger 1714 
casks; 718 bags pimento, 882 casks, 24,500 bags, 
coffee 14,091,983 Ibs. : 

At the opening of the house of assembly, Jamai- 
ca, Dec. 20, the governor stated that the number of 
slaves on the poll tax was 326,958. 

New York. Brief abstract of the annual report 
of the comptroller: The funds of the state exclusive 
of those appropriated tothe support of common 
schools andthe promotion of literature, amount to 
$3,500,751 51. 

The state owns 970,000 acres of land. 

The present annual revenue is $701,704 60. 

There remained in the treasury on the 30th Nov. 
1819, $108,797 86—of which there belonged to 
the school and literary fund, &c. 76,164 49, leaving 
a balance for general purposes of $32,633 37. 

The expenses of the state for 1820 are estimated 
at $433,300; the ways and means at 513,837 99, in- 
dependent of what may be received of the U. S. for 
expenses incurred during the late war. 

The public debt, exclusive of the canal loan, 
amounts to $1,730,000. 

The state holds 24,470 dollars in the notes of 
banks that have failed to pay specie—a part of 
which is secured. 

The revenue of the school fund is estimated at 
$78,944 56. By a law of the state, the sum of 
80,000 is to be annually distributed forithe support 
and encouragement of common schools. 

The duties to the ‘state arising fram auctions 
amounted to 144,444 13, of these duties 22,500 are 
appropriated to the New York hospital, 10,000 for 
the support of foreign poor, 500 to the economical 
school in N. York, 500 to the orphan asylum, and 
the remainder to the canal fund. 

The fund appropriated by the state for common 
schools amounts to 1,229,076—those for the pro- 
motion of literature, to $132,529 41. 





CONGRESS. 


IN THE SENATE, 

Febrnary11. A bill to renew the charter of the 
city of Washington, was introduced and passed io 
a second reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
Maine bill, and the amendment reported thereto 
by the judiciary committee (sdding provisions for 
the formation of astate government in Missouri.) 

Mr. Xing, of New York, agreeable to the intima- 
tion which he gave on Wednesday, rose and addres- 
sed the senate about two hours in support of the 
right and expediency of restricting the contempla- 
ted state of Missouri from permitting slavery there- 
in; and on motion of Mr. Smith, the subject was 
postponed to Monday; to which day 

The senate adjourned. 

February 14. Mr. Dickerson offered the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, that the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the senate, 





abstracts of the bonds or other securities given un- 
der the laws of the United States, by the collectors 
of the customs, receivers of public moneys for 


lands, and registers of public lands, paymasters in 


the army, and pursers in the navy, who are now in 
office, or who have heretofore been in office, and 
whose accounts remain unsettled; together with a 
statement of such other facts, as, in his opinion, mav 
tend to shew the expediency or inexpediency of su 
far altering the laws respecting such officers as 
there may hereafter be appointed for limited peri- 
ods—subject to removal, as heretofore. . 

Several reports and private claims were postpon- 
ed to future days; and 

The senate then again proceeded, in committee 
ofthe whole, Mr. Dickerson in the chair, to the 
consideration of the Missouri question. 

Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, rose in opposition 
to the right and expediency of restriction, and in 
reply to Mr. King, of New York, and spoke nearly 
three hours. | 

Mr. Lloyd, of Maryland, followed on the same 
side, and alsoin reply te Mr. King, and spoke near- 
ly an hour. 

: Mr. Pinkney obtained the floor for to-morrow and 
ren 

The senate adjourned. 

February 15. The resolution offered by Mr. 
Dickerson, was postponed until to-morrow. ~* ., 

After disposing of several petitions, 

The senate resumed the consideration of the Mis- 
souri subject. ' 

Mr. Pinkney, of Maryland, rose and addressed the 
senate nearly three hours against the restrietion, 
and inreply to the remarks of Mr. King, of New 
York. When he had concluded, the subject was 
postponed, on motion of Mr. Otis, and 

The senate adjourned. 


February 16. Mr. Leake, from the committee on 
Indian affairs, in pursuance of the tesolution offered 
by Mr. Johnsen of Kentucky, on the 12th ult. made 
a report on the subject, accompanied by a bill for 
the better regulation of the trade with the Indian 
tribes. 


Mr. Trimble laid before the senate certain reso- 
lutions of the legislature of Ohio, concurring in the 
amendment proposed to the constitution of the U. 
States by ‘he legislature of Pennsylvania, to restrict 
congress from establishing a bark or branches of a 
bank, or other monied institution, out of the limits 
of the District of Columbia; which were read. 

Mr. Horsey gave notice that he should on to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to continue the pre- 
sent charter of Washington city (which expires on 
the 3d of March) to the end of the present session 
of congress. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Dickerson on Mon- 
day, was taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, submitted the follew- 
ing resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the purchase of a sufficient num. 
ber of fit vessels to protect the commerce of the VU. 
States in the Gulf of Mexico, and to prevent smiug- 
gling on the coast of Louisiana. 

The senate then resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Burri/lin the chair, the consideration of 
the new states bill. 


“Mr. King, of New York, again rose and spoke 
more than one hour in support of the opinions 
which he had previously advanced onthe right anil 
expediency as to restricting Missouri as to slavery, 
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and in answer tu the gentlemen who had replied to} 


his previous remarks. . 

Mr. Logan, of Kentucky, followed, and spoke a 
short time in reply to Mr. King. 

Mr. Smith, of S. C. also spoke about half an hour 

. 5 . re ' 4 

Mr. Lloyd likewise spoke a shorttime in reply to 

Mr. King, of N. Y. @fr. Pinkney, Mr. Barbour, 
and Mr. Mellen, respectively added afew remarks; 
when : , ; 

The question was taken on concurring.in the 
amendment reported by the judiciary committee 
(to unite the Maine and Missouri bills in one bill) 
and decided in the affimative by yeas and nays, as 
follows: yoy s 

For uniting the bills:—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, 
Eaton, Edwards, Elliot, Gaillard, Johnson, of Ky. 
Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala. Leake, Lioyd, Lo- 


gan, Macon, Pinkney, Pleasants, Smith, - Stokes, | 


Taylor, Thomas, Walker of Alab. Walker of Geo. 
‘Williamsof Miss. Williams of Ten.—23. 

Against uniting the bills.—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, 
Dickerson, Horsey, Hunter, King of N. Y. Lanman, 


‘ Lowrie, Mellen, Morril, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Par- 


ott, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Tichenor, Trimble, 

Van Dyke, Wilson.—21, | 
Mr. -Thomas, of Illinois, then offered an amend- 

ment to the Missouri. branch of the bill, pro- 


. posing, in substance, to prohibit slavery in all the 


territory beyond the Mississippi, north of 36 1-2 
degrees north latitude, excepting within the limits of 
‘the proposed state of Missouri. 

Mr. Barbour of Va. moved to amend the amend- 


~ ment by striking out 36 anda half degrees, and in- 


serting, as the line, north of which slavery should 
hereafter be excluded, the fortieth degree of north 
latitude. 

The motion was supported by the mover, and op- 
posed by Mr. Edwards, of Illinois: and after a short 
discussion, | 

The motion was negatived---three or four only 
rising in favor of it. ; 

Mr. Eaton then offered, as a substitute for Mr. 


_ ‘Thomas’s amendment, a section prescribing the 


same limits beyond which slavery shall not be al- 
lowed, but made applicable to the same, only 
«while said portion of country remains a territery.” 
A substitute for an amendment not being in order, 
according to the rules of the senate, Mr. E. with- 
drew his proposition. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, next proposed to amend 
Mr..Thomas’s amendment, substantially, by making 
it apply to all the country west of the Mississippi, ex- 
cept so much as is comprehended within the siate of 
Louisiana and the proposed state of Missouri. But, 
before any question was taken on this motion, it 
was also withdrawn by the mover. 

After considerable discussion, but before the 
question was put on the amendment of Mr. Tho- 
mas, the subject was postponed until to-morrow and 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 11. After some business on private 
claims— 

The bill from the senate to remit the duties on 
the statue of general Washington, executed in Eu- 
rope, by the Marquis de Canova, for the state of 
North Carolina, was read the third time and passed. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, on the MMis- 
souri bill. : 


Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, followed against the 

eet s and occupied the floor about two hours; 
when 7 | 
' The committee rose, on motion of Mr. Pindall, 
of Virginia; and . 
| ‘Phe house adjourned till to-morrow. . ' 
} Saturday, Feb. 12. Mr. Smith, of N. J. submit- 
ted certain resolutions'to authorise the people of 
the district. of Columbia, to form a frame of govern- 
ment for themselves, by a convention of represen- 
tatives from the several sections of the district— 
viz. Washington City, Georgetown and the town 
and county of Alexandria. ‘They were referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. | 

The house then went inte a committee of the 
whole on Missouri bill, Mr. Baldwin in the chair. 

Mr. Pindali took the floor, and spoke above three 
hours against the restriction. 

And the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 14. Many petitions and memorials 
were presented and referred, and several unfavora- 
ble reports en private claims received. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the military service of the U, States for the year 
1820; which was twice read and committed. 

Mr Southard, fromthe committee on Indian af- 
fairs, reported a bill to continue ‘in force for a fur- 
ther time (until the 3d of March, 1821,) the act es- 
tablishing trading houses with the Indian tribes; 
which, being read twice; : 

Mr. Southard observed that,as the bill contained 
no appropriation, and as the act which it proposed 
to continue in force would expire on the first of next 
month, he moved that the bill be ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. [Agreed to.] 

The house then again went into committee of the 
whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, on the Missouri 
bill. 

Mr. Cushman, of Massachusetts, took the floor, 
and spoke about two hours in favor of the restric- 
tion. 

Mr. Wood, of New York, followed, on the same 
side, and advocated the restriction above half an 
hour. spc tes 

Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, next rose, and 
opposed the restriction in a speech of about an 
hour; when, 

On motion of Mr. Rankin, the committee rosc, 
and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb 15. A document was laid before 
the house on Saturday last, just before the adjourn- 
ment, which was not noticed in our statement of 
the proceedings; it was a report of the secretary of 
the treasury, transmitting abstracts of the receipts 
and expenditures of the general post office, from 
ist January, 1814, to Slst March, 1818, in obedience 
to a resolution of thé 28th ult. which report was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WVewton, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a bill to impose a new tonnage on French 
ships and vessels; and 

Mr. Newton, from the same committee, reported 
also a bill concerning navigation, and to repeal the 
act of April 18, 1818, concerning navigation; which 
bills were severally twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Pindall, it was 

Resolved, That the letter from the secretary of 
state of the 7th Feb. 1820, transmitting a list of the 
newspapers in which the laws of the United ‘States 
are published, and the estimate of the expense of 





Mr. Gross, of New York, took the floor, and 
spoke nearly two hours in support of the restriction. 


such publication, be referred to a select committce, 
and that the same committee enquire into the ex- 
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iency of repealing or amending the acts requir- 
oe Y abijeation of the laws in the newspapers. 

This motion of Mr. P. was grounded on the belief 

that the expenses of promulgating the acts of con- 
‘ gress in newspapers had increased to an unreasona- 
ble and improper extent, and that the laws on the 
' subject réquired repeal or modification, so as to 
this expense. 
eer one tg committee of three members. 
On motion of Mr. Walker, of N. C, it was 
Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enyuire into! the expediency of limit- 
ing the quantity of public lands hereafter to be ex- 
osed to sale at the several jand offices of the Unit- 
ed States. 

Mr. Cook submitted 
consideration: : : se 
Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing so much of the first section of an act entit- 
led «An act making appropriations for the sup- 

ort of government for the year 1819,” approved 
March 3, 1819, as-pledges, the fund reserved for 
laying out and making roads to the states of Indiana 
’ and Illinois, for the repayment of the monies appro- 
priated and advanced by the United States, for 
constructing the United States’ road from Cumber- 
‘ Jand to the Ohio river, and of appropriating the same 
to defray the expenses of laying out and making a 
a road from the Ohio river opposite to Wheeling, 
by Columbus, in the state of Ohio, and by the per- 
manent seat of government of Indiana, on the most 
eligible route, to Vandalia, in the state of Hlinois. 

After some remarks from Mr. Cook in support 
of his resohition, it was considered and adopted 
withoutadiscussion. _ 

Mr. Cook then offered the following resolution 
from consideration, which was also agreed to— 

Resolved, That the committee on the pubtic 
lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the payment of so much 
of the money arising from the sale of the public 
landsin the state of Mlineis, since the first day of 
January, 1819, as has been reserved by law for the 
encouragement of learning, to said state. 

The Speaker laid before the house a communi- 
cation from the commissioners of navy hospitals, 
transmitting the information requested by the reso- 
lution of Mr. Silsbee, adopted on the 31st of Janu- 
ary. 

‘The Speaker also laid before the house a report 
from the secretary of the treasury, made in obedi- 
ence to the resolution of the 4th inst. offered by 
Mr. Randolph, directing the secretary of the treasu- 
ry toreport such measures asin his opinion may be 
expedient to enforce the more speedy payment of 
public monies due from individuals and corporate 
bodies in the United States. 

These reports were respectively ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, on 
the Missouri bill. 

Mr. Rankin, of Mississippi, took the floor, and 
spoke more than an hour against the restriction. 


the following resolution for 


Mr. Hendricks, of Indiana, took the other side of 
the question, and spoke about an hour in favor of 


the restriction. 


Mr. Cuthdert, of Georgia, followed, and occupied 
the floor also about an hour against the restriction; 


when 


The committee rose, on motion of Mr. Johnson, 


of Virginia, (who has the floot to-morrow,) and 


| Wednesday; Feb. 16. Mr. Charles Kinsey, a mem- 


| ber from New-Jersey, in the place of Mr. Condit, 


resigned, appeared this day and took his seat. 
_ Several bills were reported, &c. which shall be 
duly noticed in their progress. | ay F 
The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting state- 
ments of the receipts and expenditures of the United 
States, from the establishment of the federal go- 
vernment to the 31st of December last; rendered 
in obedience to a resolution of the house, adopted 
on the motion of Mr. Randolph, on the 6th ultimo. 
The Speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the comptroller of the treasury, transmitting 
a list of balances on the bocks of the third auditor 
of the treasury, due more than three years prior to 
the 30th of September last, &c. rendered in obe- 
dience to the act of March, 3, 1817. | 
These documents were ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble and be printed. : 
The house then resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Ba’dwin in the chair, the consideration 
of the proposed-amendment to the Missouri bill. 
Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, tuok the floor, and spoke 
about an hour and a half against the restriction. 
Mr. Darlington, of Pennsylvania, took the oppo- 
site side of the question, and spoke nearly an hour 
in support of the restriction. 
Mr. Whitman, of Massachusetts, followed, on the 
same side, anc advocated the restrietion, in aspeech 
of nearly two hours. When he had finished, 
Several other gentlemen rose; but Mr. Simkins 
succeeded in obtaining the floor; and, on his motion, 
the committee rose, and 
The house adjourned. 

THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS 
In senate. After other business, unimportant 
Mr. Thomas withdrew his amendment offered to 
the new states dill, and offered a substitute, the same 
as that offered by him on the 3d inst. and with- 
drawn. : 


Mr. Trimble’s amendment offered yesterday was 
rejected, not withdrawn—in substance it was to 
exclude slavery from the whole country west of the 
Mississippi, excépt in Louisiana, Arkansaw, and 
Missouri. 


The yeas and nays thereon were as follow: 

For Mr. Trimble’samendment—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dicker- 
son, Horsey, Hunter, King of New York, Lanman, Lowrie, Mel- 
len, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Parrot, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Tiche- 
nor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Wilson—20, 

Against it—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Elliot, Edwards, 
Gaillard, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson of Louisiana, King of 
Alabama, Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Macon, Noble, Pinkney, Plea- 
sants, Smith, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Walker of Alabama, Wal- 
ker of Georgia, Williams of Mississippi, Williams of Tennessee— 
24. 

The question then reeurred on Mr. Thomas’ amendment, which 
is in the following words: ’ 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all that territories ceded by 
France to the United States, under the name of Louisiana; whieh 
lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty 1 wutes north latitude, 
excepting only such part thereof as is inc!::Jed within the limits 
of the state contemplated by this act, slavery end involuntary ser- 
vitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall. be and is hereby for- 
ever prohibited: Provided, always, That any a escaping in- 
to the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in 
any state or territory of the United States, such fugitive may be 
lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the person claiming his or 
her labor or service, as afvresaid.” 

On the adoption of this amendment the question was taken by 
yeas and nays, and determined jn the affirmative, as follows: 

For the amendment— Messrs. Brown, Burrill, Dana, Dickerson , 
Faton. Edwards, Horsey; Munter, Johnson of Kentucky, Johnson 
of Louisiana, King of Alabama, King of New York, Lanman, 
Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Lowrie, Mellen, Morril, Otis, Palmer, Par- 
rot, Pinkney, Roberts Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, Tich- 
enor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker of Alabama, Williams of Ten- 


nessee, Wilson—34, ae ase. 
Awninst the amendment—~ Messrs. Barbour, Elliot, Gaillard, 


Macon, Noble, Pleasants, Smith, Taylor, Walker of Georgia, 
Williams of Mississippi—10. : 





The house ad journed. 


Mr. Trimble then moved to amend the bill se as 
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to bring, the north line of the state ot Missouri, 


“about half a degree south of theline proposed; with 


the view, as he stated, substantially, to give to the 


_ state which shall hereafter be formed north of the 


Missouri, a share of the fine valley of the Des 
Moines, of which he spoke from personal know- 


‘ ledge, particularly as the Missouri state will possess 


both sides of the Missouri river, which runs nearly 
through its middle from its east to its western boun- 
dary. eu 

‘This motion was negatived; and, after some other 
amendments necessary to make the parts of the bill 
conform to each other, 

The question was taken on ordering the bill, as 


amended, to be engrossed and read a third time, | 


and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 
Ayes— Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Edwards, 

Elliott, Gaillard, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, of Ken- 

tucky, Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Alabama, 


~ Leake, Lloyd, Logan, Parrott, Pinkney, Pleasants, 


Stokes, Thomas, Van Dyke,. Walker, of Alabama, 
Walker, of Georgia, Williams, of Mississippi, Wil- 
liams, of Tennessee—24. 

‘ Noes—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickersen, King, 
of New York, Lanman, Lowrie, Macon, Mellen, 
Morril, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Roberts, Ruggles, San- 
fard, Smith, Taylor, Tichenor, Trimble, Wilson—20. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
4 third time to-morrow; and, having postponed. the 
remaining orders of the day, 
i) he senate adjourned. 
Th the house of representatives—Several reports, 


~ &c. were received which shall be noticed, if neces- 


sary, hereafter. 

The house then again proceeded, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Baldwin in the chair, tothe con 
suleration of the Missouri bill, and the amendment 
proposed thereto by Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. Simiins, of S. C. resumed the debate, and 
spoke more than an hour against the restriction. 

Mr. Dennison, of Pa. took the other side and- 
spoke some.time in support of the restriction. 

Mr. Tyler of Va. next rose; and spoke more than 


* an hour against the restriction. 


Mr. Rich of Vt. spoke nearly the same time in 
support of the restriction; and 


On motion of Mr. Lowndes, (who, by usage, has 


_ ‘the floor) the committee rose; and 


. "The house adjourned. 





— 
CHRONICLE. 

-VMines. We lately noticed the discovery of a 
silver mine near Zanesville, O. Another of Plati- 
na, is said to be discovered in Athens county—and 
another near Tippecanoe on the Wabash, of cop- 
per.and silver, “in such quantities that three hun- 
dred pounds of copper and three hundred pounds 
of silver were dug up in one day.” Really we‘do 
not. understand these things. If true, we think 
that they would come to us in less “questionable” 
shapes than in common newspaper paragraphs, 

A-company has been formed for opening a shaft 
to the supposed mine at Zanesville, and incorpo- 
rated. The first instalment of $10, has been naid 
in; and such-was the desire to possess shares, that 
the certificates have sold for 100, 200 and even as 
high as 500 dollars per share. The company was 
to have been organized on the Ist inst. 

Naval fund. The officers of the navy and ma- 
rine corps of the United States have held meetings 
at sundry places with a view to the fermatjonof a 
general society to be formed of officers, for the re- 








lief an4 support of the widews and families of offi- 


ad 


cers who shall be killed in battle, or die while in the 
service of their country. i 

Died, at Richmond, Va. on the 8th inst. Robert 
Cordley, a man of color, aged one hundred and 
twenty-five years; he had been a faithful servant to 
the commonwealth of Virginia, by acting as door- 
keeper to the capitol, which office was given him 
by the executive as a reward for his revolutionary 
services, in which situation he gave universal satis- 
faction. | 

Virginia is. much engaged in laying out works of 
internal improvement; especially with a project of 
uniting the waters of Jamesriver with those of the 
Kenawha. | 

The Bordeaur ship of discovery (says a New York 
paper) has arrivedat Bordeaux, after an absence of 
three years andahalf, This ship has traversed the 
Pacific ocean, and collected, at the Sandwich Is- 
lands, some interesting accounts of the fate of La 
Peyrouse and his companions. A Londen paper 
states, that the account will soon be published. 

The supreme court of the United States commenc- 
edits annual session in the great court room in the 
capitol, at Washington, on Monday week—present 
all the judges, viz: chief justice Marshall, and asso- 
ciate judges Washington, Livingston, Johnson, Todd, 
Duvall, and Story. 

From South America.—The U. S: frigate Macedo- 
dian, capt. Downes, lay at Valparaiso on the 23d of 
October. She had previously been cruising on the 
coast, and visited Coquimbo, Areca, Guyaquil, St. 
Blas, and Acapulco. At St. Blas, the ship two Ca- 
tharines, of Boston, had her foremast and foretop- 
mast shivered to pieces by lightning. Captain 
Downes immediately dispatched his carpenters on 
board, and made her a new topmast, and fished the 
lower mast. The Macedonian was to sail for Lima 
in the course of « few days, and was expected to 
cruise along the coast of Peru and Quito. Lord 
Cochrane and his fleet sailed from Valparaiso onan 
expedition supposed against Lima, about the 10th 
of October. ! 

U.S. bank. It is reported inthe West as “grati- 
fying news,” that the bank of the United States will 
remove its branches located atLexington, Chillice- 
the, Cincinnati and Pittsburg. 

As wasexpected, Jonathan Smith has resigned 
the cashiership of the U.S. bank. John Andrews 
has been appointed in his place. 

The African expedition, consisting of the United 
States ship €vane and the ship Elizabeth, saileé 
from New York, 10 or 12 days ago. The Eiizabeth, 
chartered by government, proceeds to the western 
coast of Africa, for the purpose of carrying into ef- 
fect the act of 1819, agreeably to the views of the 
president, as expressed in his late message on that 
subject. She carries out the United States’ agents, 
and artisans, mechanics and laborers, for the pur- 
pose of negociating with the local authorities of 
the country for permission to land and provide for re- 
captured or liberated Africans, and to build houses, 
and cultivate land fortheir use. About 50 adults, 
people of color, go out as mechanics and laborers, 
provided with utensils, tools, implements and stores.. 
‘Yhose whose services are valuable on account of 
their trades, and who ceuld not be prevailed on 
otherwise to go, were permitted to take their fami- 
lies with them. 

The Cvane proceedson a cruise on the western 
coast of Africa, against the slave traders. Com. Ad. 

Arkansaw. A newspaper, the first published in 
this territory, has recently been published at the 
village of Arkansas, andis called the “Arkansas Ga- 
zette.” 








